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Vision 20/20 Updates:
Strategic action retreat brings 
clear focus to leaders.

Office of Spiritual Life 
expansion focuses on 
spiritual growth of campus.

President’s Annual Leadership 
Development Tour navigates 
to Washington, D.C.

Oakwood experiences second 
straight year of record enrollment 
(2019 students enrolled for fall semester)

We praise God for this, the second consecutive year that our institution has been blessed.  
Last year, a record was set when we welcomed 2006 students to Oakwood University.  That 
was the first time that “our dear Oakwood” had crossed the 2000-student threshold. Notice 
a few more specific highlights from this year’s registration:

• This fall’s 2,019 student-mark represents an overall increase in our student   
 population, notwithstanding the state of our US economy;
• First-time freshmen increased by 6% - from last year’s 386 to 408;
• LEAP’s adult degree completion program enrollment upped by 7% - from last   
 year’s 135 to 148;
• Oakwood students studying abroad went from last year’s 15, to now 19 - a 27%   
 increase; and
• Interestingly, we added one more male -- totaling 870, vs. last year’s 869 -- while   
 adding 12 more females (now 1149, compared to 1137 in 2011).  We are working  
 to increase our male enrollment.  Our male-to-female ratio is 43:57.

  
         Leslie N. Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., MBA
         President, Oakwood University
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Vision 20/20 Updates:

From July 30-August 15, 2012, the Chicago-
based Marble Leadership Partners, led by 
co-founder and executive coach Mrs. Leslie 
Marquard, conducted an in-depth analysis 
of Oakwood’s operations. The purpose was to 
identify potential cost savings and to increase 
the efficiency of our business processes, by 
examining our policies and practices that 
sheltered hidden costs for our institution.

The purpose was to examine our policies and 
practices that sheltered hidden costs for our 
institution.  Recommendations emerged that 

will reduce to the University’s operational costs. 
Then, from September 18-20, 60 leaders from 
Oakwood University– administrators, board 
members, civic leaders, faculty, staff and 
students – gathered for a three-day Strategic 
Actioning Session retreat at the Historic 
Huntsville Roundhouse. 

To review our experience, 
1.  Visit www.marbleleadership.com; 
2. Type in username “oakwood”    
 and password “itistime”; and
3. Enjoy!

The Financial Efficiency Study 
and Strategic Actioning Session

(Note: this new PFYI column, 
“Vision 20/20 Updates,” will 
present regular status updates 
on initiatives coming directly 
from President Pollard’s 
inaugural message to the 
Oakwood community, 
January 25, 2011.)



Expanded 
Office of Spiritual Life 
organizes ministry focus for 2012: 
OU students, faculty and staff

Some have 
asked me, why, 

upon being 
elected President 

of Oakwood, 
I felt the need to 

expand the Office 
of Spiritual Life 

(OSL)?  

First, a one chaplain to 1900 
student, 200 staff member, and 
100 faculty ratio seemed to be a 
formula for failure.  The scope of 
ministry demanded by such a set 
of ratios was clearly beyond the 
capability of one person.  

Second, the spiritual attention 
needed by the faculty differed from 
the ministry needed by students, 

which differed from the nurture 
needed by staff.  Thus, it 
was important to diversify the 
composition of the OSL staff.  

Third, I was convinced that 
the strongest platform for the 
most effective spiritual ministry 
to the Campus would best 
be launched from a team of 
Chaplains.  Thus, the new Office 

of Spiritual Life was born.

The Office of Spiritual Life 
(OSL) is designed to intensify 
the institution’s nurture and 
ministry to our University 
community.  The new team 
brings this campus more than 
100 years of accumulated 
youth and young-adult ministry 
expertise.  Meet the full team.
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Senior Chaplain and Special 
Assistant to the President for 
University Spiritual Life. Dr. 
Weems is tasked with a ministry 
with special emphasis on 
administrators and faculty.  He 
will focus on equipping faculty for 
effective classroom ministry.  

Dr. Howard Weems has served as 
a Seventh-day Adventist minister 
for over 16 years. He ministered 
as Publishing Associate one year 
in the South Atlantic Conference 

of SDA, and 15 years in the Northeastern 
Conference of SDA. He pastored several 
churches in Hartford, Connecticut, Western New 
York, Queens and Amityville, New York. While 
functioning as a minister he gained experience 
in counseling youth in schools, in prisons, and 
in churches. He has also done family therapy 
and volunteer drug rehabilitation counseling 
in New York City. His educational background 
consists of communications, theology, and 
psychology. He completed an associate degree 
in communications and a bachelor’s degree in 
theology at Oakwood College, a master’s degree 
in pastoral ministry at Andrews University, and 
in 2000, completed a Ph.D. in Organizational 
Psychology at Walden University. Dr. Weems 
has published books entitled “Helping Pastors’ 
Children Cope,” “Families in the Last Days, 
Struggles of the Soul” and a “Think Psychology” 
textbook. He has also published a dissertation 
entitled “Organization Methods of Influencing 
Behavior from a System Perspective.” Prior to 
his current appointment, Dr. Weems served as 
an associate psychology professor, and then 
as Chair of the Oakwood University Psychology 
department for 10 years.

Dr. Weems has done research on the psychological 
effects of HIV/AIDS in Malawi, Africa. He has also 
conducted extensive research on developing 
morality in children and fostering resiliency. He 
has presented his research findings at the Sixth 
National Conference on Family and Community 
Violence Prevention in Honolulu, Hawaii, at the 
Adventist Association of Family Life Professionals, 
Andrews University, and completed the requisite 
residence at Oxford University as a member of 
the Oxford Round Table in the United Kingdom.

Senior Associate Chaplain, with 
an emphasis on coordinating 
ministry to our male student 
population. Chaplain Ronald 
Pollard is a native of New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He is a 1987 
graduate of Oakwood College 
with his BS in Communications 
and a degree in Theology.  He 
earned his Masters of Divinity 
degree from Andrews University.  

He has pastored in the Southern 
California Conference since 
1989, and later served as the Youth Director 
for the Greater Los Angeles Region; he also 
served as the chairman for the Senior Youth 
and Young Adult Committee of the Southern 
California Conference. Pastor Pollard served as 
senior pastor of the Philadelphian SDA Church in 
Long Beach, California. In January of 2012, he 
accepted a call to Oakwood University to serve 
as Associate Chaplain.

Chaplain Pollard has presented in England, 
Canada, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa, and has preached 
for many academy Weeks of Prayers, church 
youth explosions and presented various chapel 
sermons on university campuses. Pastor Pollard 
has conducted seminars in youth ministry in the 
areas of Bridging Cultures, Empowering Youth in 
Missions, and Finding Your Destiny. He has also 
conducted leadership seminars for church leaders 
in Postmodern Minds and Biblical Authority. 

Pollard has written for several publications in 
youth ministry such as the Sabbath School 
Quarterly, Message Magazine, Cornerstone Youth 
Resource, Pacific Union Recorder, and Adventist 
Review.  Chaplain Pollard is also well known for 
his work as a professional photographer.

He is married to the former Lindsay Diane, a 
graduate of La Sierra University, who has also 
earned her Master’s from Loma Linda University.  
Mrs. Pollard has also presented seminars for 
church leadership and community intervention.  
The Pollards have two children: Cidny Miche 
Pollard (21) and Cerron Kenneth (16). 

Howard Weems Ronald Pollard



Associate Chaplain with an 
emphasis on coordinating 
ministry to our female student 
population. 

Chaplain Pearson hails from the 
state of Maryland. She preached 
her first sermon at age 9 and was 
published in Guide magazine 
at 10 years old. She is a proud 
product of Christian Education, 
graduating from Pine Forge 
Academy, class of 2000 and then 
receiving a Bachelor of Science 

in Elementary Education from Oakwood College  
in 2005.

Chaplain Pearson taught first and second grades 
for five years in Jacksonville, FL, where she also 
served as Interim Vice Principal and Drama 
Director. Kimberly is a published poet and author, 
writing for Insight Magazine, Youth Resource 
Magazine, and other media. She is currently 
working on publishing her first book. 

In 2010, God providentially called Ms. Pearson 
to pursue ministry full time. However, God 
had already been preparing her for this work. 
Partnering her gifts with ministry, she traveled 
the country preaching, teaching, and training 
churches in youth program development 
and leadership. She has worked with Florida 
Conference, Southeastern Conference, and 
Central States Conference, to train youth in 
service. Kimberly is a ministry visionary and has 
a passion for bringing youth to Christ through 
innovative programming and relationship 
building, including the arts and drama. To date, 
Kimberly has written and directed seven plays, 
most recently working with BAYDA to write and 
direct the nightly productions for the 2011 United 
Youth Congress in Orlando, selecting 20 students 
from Oakwood University for the cast. 

Currently, Kimberly is graduating with a Masters 
Degree in Youth Ministry from from the SDA 
Theological Seminar at Andrews University, and 
will begin her calling to serve in the ministry full 
time as the Associate Chaplain at Oakwood 
University. In her free time she enjoys good 
books, good food, and a good laugh. Her life 
motto is, “Service is the rent we pay for living.”

Associate Chaplain with an 
emphasis on our educational 
support staff.  

Elder Kelly, a native of Cleveland, 
Ohio, is the product of Christian 
education from elementary to 
college. 

Elder Kelly’s pastoral ministry 
began at the age of 22. For 28 
years he served as a church 
pastor, and for 14 years as 
Bible Teacher and Chaplain at 
Oakwood Academy, until his retirement in 1995. 
He was called to fill the position of interim Chaplain 
at Oakwood College which lasted for two years.  
He served as interim pastor at the Breath of Life 
Church in Los Angeles, and the Good Samaritan 
Westminster Church in Westminster, California. 

His illustrious, 43-year musical ministry began 
with the Cleveland Harmoneers Quartet more 
than 60 years ago (they still sing together from 
time to time!).  As a singing evangelist, Elder 
Kelly has worked with renowned ministers such 
as Dr. E. E. Cleveland, Elder C. D. Brooks, Elder 
Tim Lewis, Pastor John Carter, and countless 
others.  His ministry has taken him around the 
world to Australia (three times), New Guinea, Fiji, 
New Zealand, Ghana, South Africa; Bermuda 
and Japan. His first exposure to media ministry 
was as a guest of Elder and Mrs. Fagal on the 
Faith for Today program. Since then, Elder Kelly 
has ministered in song on many occasions for 
the Voice of Prophecy Family Reunion Series, 
and is a frequent guest on 3ABN.  

Elder Kelly’s fourth recording (CD), Hymns for 
Him (Jesus Christ), will soon be released. He is 
known around the world for his signature song, 
“It Takes Everything to Serve the Lord.”

After 30 years Elder Kelly still continues to serve 
as host of the program “Think It Over,” which airs 
every Sabbath evening at 5:00 p.m., CST, on 
Praise 90.1 FM WJOU.  

He owes a debt of gratitude to his lovely wife, 
Garnet Jean Kelly, for her encouragement and 
loyal support, through thick and thin, for the past 
56 years.
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Rebecca Sauls
Office Manager/Secretary, for OSL.  Rebecca Sauls, from Wilson, North Carolina, is 
the OSL office manager. A 2012 OU graduate with a bachelor’s degree in religion and 
theology and a concentration in counseling and chaplaincy, she served as the USM 
Social Vice President and Night Dean of Wade Hall, while a student.

Ms. Sauls serves as a certified volunteer at the Crisis Services of North Alabama, 
where she helps families work through domestic violence, suicide, sexual assault, and 
many other crisis situations. Rebecca is currently persuing an MBA in organizational 
management at Ashford University, to be followed by a master’s degree in child and 
family therapy. With these degrees, she hopes to help families mend and maintain 
healthy relationships.  

Ms. Sauls understands that tearing families and children apart has been Satan’s goal 
since the fall of Adam and Eve. “If we are ever to have healthy lives here on earth, 
and in the earth made new, the work begins in the home, within the family structure,” 
she counsels.

Campus Spotlight

Aeolians receive world ranking
According to the latest world rankings from INTERKULTUR, the Germany-based producer of the World 
Choir Games, Oakwood University’s Aeolians Choir is world-ranked at #16 (out of 1,000 international 
choirs), and #1 in the pop/jazz gospel category. 

During the 2012 World Choir Games in Cincinnati – the first time this biennial and world’s largest 
international choral competition was held in North America – the first-time competing Aeolians won three 
gold medals in their three categories (Music of the Religions, Musica Contemporanea and the Spiritual), 
as well as captured the World Spiritual Championship.
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From September 27-30, Prudence and I had the privilege of escorting a number of our United Student 
Movement (USM) officers around our nation’s capital on our annual leadership development tour. This 
is the second year we have chosen to conduct this leadership tour in Washington, D.C. for our student 
leaders.  As we toured historic sites such as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, 
the Holocaust Museum, the Washington Monument and the Smithsonian American History Museum, we 
engaged in deep conversations about leadership and how it relates to our Christian values.  I believe that 
the more we prepare our young people for servant leadership, the greater value they will be to the world 
that we are preparing them to join.  I thoroughly enjoyed my time in fellowship with  our USM officers and 
I know they will live up to Oakwood’s motto, Enter to Learn, Depart to Serve. 

President’s

USM 
Leadership

Tour 
to Washington D.C.
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